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AP Language (11)


Read and annotate five articles from The New Yorker magazine or Atlantic Monthly magazine.  Choose non-fiction articles (no fiction or short side bar articles).               


AND


Read The Essays of E.B. White.  For each essay, keep a journal in which you a) write down White’s purpose for that essay (in other words, what is White’s point?) and b) write down and briefly explain one key quotation that speaks to that purpose.


Note: Any reading above and beyond these requirements is optional.






































													





















































Honors Classes


In addition to your one summer reading choice, honors students are expected to read the following:


English 9-0: 	The Alchemist, 


			Paulo Coelho


English 10-0: All Quiet on the 


	Western Front, 


	Erich Maria Remarque	


English 11-0: The Scarlet Letter,  


		Nathaniel Hawthorne



































Select ONE summer reading book.  The list below provides some suggestions. 





Spend time reading a good book this summer.  We have provided suggestions for inspiration, but feel free to choose a title that does not appear on the list.  Chat with your friends, parents, teachers, and librarians about the books they recommend.  Browse the shelves in the library and in book stores or read reviews online. Choose a fiction or nonfiction book that interests you and that challenges you. The possibilities are nearly endless. Our purpose is to encourage you to find an enjoyable summer read.  Expect that your English teacher will assess your reading when you return to school.  Have a great summer!














Girl in Translation, Jean Kwok – 320 pp


When Kimberly Chang and her mother emigrate from Hong Kong to Brooklyn, Kimberly quickly begins a secret double life: exceptional schoolgirl by day, Chinatown sweatshop worker by night.  She learns to constantly translate not just her language, but herself, back and forth between the worlds she straddles. 2011 Alex Award Winner.





Nation, Terry Pratchett – 384 pp


After a devastating tsunami destroys all that they have ever known, Mau, an island boy, Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, and a small band of refugees set about rebuilding their community and all the things that are important in their lives.  2009 Printz Honor Book Winner.





The Orange Houses, Paul Griffin – 160 pp


The Orange Houses follows three youths through the pressure cooker of inner-city teenage life. The characters reside in a city that has become a powder keg of anti-immigration sentiment and is perilously close to the ever-present spark of gang violence. They battle alienation and find strength in sacrifice in this swift, tense, and powerful story. A 2010 YALSA Best Fiction Book for Young Adults.





Boy Who Dared, Susan Campbell Bartoletti – 192 pp


Helmuth Hübener was a German teenager executed for his resistance to the Nazis. Bartoletti imagines his story as he sits in prison awaiting execution in 1942, remembering everything from his childhood in Hamburg to his daring act of writing and distributing pamphlets calling for resistance.





Sunrise Over Fallujah, Walter Dean Myers – 320 pp


In 2003, in the early days of Operation Iraqi Freedom, young Robin Perry already wonders about "an enemy we can't identify and friends we're not sure about." Myers dedicates this novel to the men and women who serve in the United States Armed Services and to their families, and he offers a powerful study of the strange war they have been sent to fight, where confusion and randomness rule. Why are they fighting? Whom are they fighting? When will they be hit next? Printz Award, Corretta Scott King Award, and Newbury Honor Winning author.


 (continued)



































Assignments for Special Classes:



































El Bronx Remembered, Nicholasa Mohr – 272 pp


In the South Bronx, anything can happen. A migrant "fresh off the boat" can pursue the American Dream... and maybe even make it come true. These are stories that capture the flavor and beat of El Bronx in its heyday. A New York Times Outstanding Book of the Year.





Ship Breaker, Paolo Bacigalupi – 336 pp


In a fast-paced postapocalyptic adventure, Nailer’s dangerous job is to crawl into the wrecks of ancient oil tankers that line the beach. When he and his friend Pima stumble upon the wreck of a ship that could make them rich, they must find a safe way to cash it in. In the wreck, a girl barely clings to life. If they help her, she tells them, she can show them a world of privilege that they have never known. But can they trust her? Printz Award Winner.





Mare’s War, Tanita S. Davis – 352 pp


Mare’s War follows teenagers Octavia and Tali on a cross-country road trip with Mare, their unpredictable grandmother.  As their journey progresses, Mare tells them about the training, treatment, duties, and social life in her African-American regiment of the Women's Army Corps during WWII. A 2010 YALSA Best Fiction Book for Young Adults.





Looking for Alaska, John Green – 256 pp


Miles Halter, a misfit Florida teenager, has just left the safety of home for a boarding school in Alabama.  He befriends a couple of equally gifted outcasts: his roommate Chip and the unpredictable Alaska, whom Miles comes to adore.  The kids grow closer as they make their way through a school year filled with contraband, tests, pranks, breakups, and revelations about family and life.  Printz Award Winner.





The Alchemyst: The Secrets of the Immortal Nicholas Flamel, Michael Scott – 400 pp


When 15-year-old twins Josh and Sophie inadvertently become involved in a plot to steal the Codex from their friend Nick Fleming (aka Nicholas Flamel), they are propelled into a fantasy world of golems, wereboars, and many other creatures that inhabit the netherworld between good and evil. The Codex contains the secret formula for eternal youth, but that's just one of the book's wild powers that fuel the twins' adventures. NY Times Bestseller and Booklist Recommended.
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Does My Head Look Big in This?


Randa Abdel-Fattah – 368 pp


Australian 11th-grader Amal is smart, funny, and outspoken. She is also a devout Muslim who decides to wear the hijab, or head covering. This story tells of her emotional and spiritual journey as she copes with boys, friends, and teenage life, while also battling the misconceptions about her religion and culture. Booklist recommended.





The Astonishing Life of Octavian Nothing, Traitor to the Nation, Volume I: The Pox Party, M.T. Anderson – 368 pp


In Revolutionary Boston, Young Octavian, an African American, is being raised by a group of rational philosophers. However, his world changes when he opens a forbidden door and learns the hideous nature of their experiments- and his own chilling role them. Printz Award Winner.





A Step From Heaven, An Na – 160 pp


When she is five, Young Ju Park and her family move from Korea to California. During the flight, they climb so far into the sky she concludes that Heaven must be in America. America, however, presents problems for her family. Jobs and money are scarce.  This is a powerful story about coming of age and learning how to heal.  Printz Award Winner and 2001 National Book Award Nominee.





Matched, Ally Condie – 384 pp 


For Cassia, nothing is left to chance. Society Officials have determined optimal outcomes for all aspects of daily life. Suddenly, a critical mistake sets Cassia on a dangerous path to the unthinkable — rebelling against the predetermined life Society has in store for her. A YALSA Teen Top 10 Choice.





Water for Elephants, Sara Gruen – 350 pp


Jacob is tossed by fate onto a rickety train that is home to a travelling circus. Here he meets Marlena, the beautiful equestrian star married to the animal trainer. Jacob and Marlena must work with Rosie, a lovable, but supposedly untrainable elephant. A bond grows among this unlikely trio, and they must ultimately rely on one another for survival. 2007 Alex Award Winner and NY Times Bestseller.











AP Literature (12)


Read ten poems by William Wordsworth. Then, write one poem in Wordsworth’s style.


AND


Read Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison. Keep a dialectical notebook in which you write down and explain fifteen passages (each from a different chapter) that trace the main character’s growth on his road to self-reliance.





Note: Any reading above and beyond these requirements is optional.














Suggestions (continued)






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Flygirl, Sherri L. Smith – 288 pp�18-year-old Ida Mae Jones is a Louisiana girl who longs to be a pilot on the eve of America's entrance into WW II. She is a gifted pilot, but she has two huge strikes against her. She is black in an America where racism holds sway and is denied her license because she is a woman. Her story is filled with friendship, danger, excitement, and tragedy. YALSA’s 2010 Best Fiction Books for Young Adults.





Rose that Grew from Concrete, Tupac Shakur – 176 pp


His talent was unbounded. His death was tragic. His legacy is indomitable. Here now, newly discovered, are Tupac's most honest and intimate thoughts conveyed through the pure art of poetry. Written in his own hand at the age of nineteen, they embrace his spirit, his energy, and his ultimate message of hope. 





Born Under a Million Shadows, Andrea Busfield – 320 pp


In post-Taliban Kabul,11-year-old Fawad has lost his father and siblings amidst the turmoil in Afghanistan.  When his mother secures a job keeping house for three foreigners, Fawad moves into the Westerners’ compound. Over the following year, they face the challenges of cross-cultural understanding. Booklist recommended.





Charles and Emma, Deborah Heiligman – 272 pp


This biography of Charles Darwin investigates his marriage to his cousin Emma Wedgwood.  As deeply as they loved each other, Emma believed in God, and Charles believed in reason.  The book is bolstered by quotations from their personal writings as well as significant research into the historical context. YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction and Printz Award Winner.





The Things a Brother Knows, Dana Reinhardt – 256 pp�In a Boston suburb, Levi’s older brother, Boaz, has just returned from fighting in “some desert country half a world away.” The U.S. Marines say Boaz is healthy, but Levi thinks otherwise. This is the story of a soldier coping with survivor’s guilt and trauma and his Israeli American family’s struggle to understand. Booklist recommended.
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