AP Microeconomics
Mr. White
Summer Reading Assignment

Freakonomics

by Steven D. Levitt and Stephen J. Dubner


I am asking you to do a little work this summer, but trust me. You’ll like this book. It provides examples of economic logic applied to social issues. A central theme of Freakonomics is the idea that microeconomics---the study of how people make economic decisions---is based on some fairly straightforward logical concepts. But that doesn’t mean that people are always (or even usually) logical in the way they actually make economic decisions. As you read the book, think about the examples of logical and illogical behavior it analyzes. Levitt and Dubner that thinking about this will also help you learn to spot similar examples in your own everyday life. 
As for the assignment, what I’d like you to do is simple. After each chapter, write a 1 paragraph review of what the chapter was about. You will find the book to be very interesting and I’m curious to read what you think about Levitt and Dubner’s conclusions. More importantly, be ready to discuss the book in class when we get back in September. This book always lends itself to fun discussions. The great thing about this book is that it attempts to prove that the great mysteries of life may not be so mysterious after all. 
