AP WORLD HISTORY
 SUMMER ASSIGNMENT
Department of History

Welcome to Advanced Placement World History.  This course will be different than any other history course you have taken thus far in your educational career. The expectations are that you will be able to learn, develop and understand World history through a sophisticated and mature perspective and will be able to take ownership of the material covered. The ultimate end to the course will be the AP exam which will test your ability to apply, evaluate, synthesize, prioritize and chronologically organize political, economic, religious, social, intellectual, and artistic aspects of the various countries that comprised World community. Within this study a heavy emphasis will be placed on learning from primary sources as much as possible. The text serves as a launching point which you will be responsible for reading, studying, taking notes on and charting as we quickly travel through time. 
We will maintain a faster pace than you have been accustomed to in other history courses, regardless of the events at school, weather, or holidays we are tied to finishing the book, developing appropriate skills and reviewing all before the first week in May, which is traditionally the beginning of the AP exams. This is a college credited course for a reason, the expectations are high. You will be judged against over one hundred thousand students that take this exam yearly. 
If you feel obliged to turn the work in earlier than the first day of school then you most certainly can email your responses to me. I do ask that you if submit the novel questions you do so in their entirety, not a few questions at a time. If you need to reach me during the summer I can be reached through email. Although I will not check it as regularly as I do throughout the year, I will always reply. 

Enjoy your summer, this is really not meant to be an obstacle course. You will be competing against over 100,000 of the nation’s finest students and I want you to be as prepared as possible.
I. Choose ONE of the following books to read:

A. The Collapse of Societies by Jared Diamond

B. Hot, Flat and Crowded by Thomas Friedman

C. Six Glasses  by Tom Standage
· After you have read one of the books, create a list of the ten most compelling concepts from the book.

· Write a one page reaction to the ten ideas you formulated.  I am eager to know how you think, and I respect your opinions and insights, so feel free to share honestly.
II. Select a Review Book and read, underline, and highlight key ideas in the summary of each period of history up to and including 1450.  Some of the more popular books are:

· The Princeton Review
· Baron’s Review Book
· Kaplan’s Review Book
· Some students have found it helpful to buy the Barron’s flashcard set on World History, or perhaps you could buy a set from a former AP World History student.

ENJOY YOUR SUMMER!!  I LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU IN THE FALL!
