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Dear Seminar Student:

Senior Seminar began as a course in the History of Ideas (which in many cases still is) and developed into a course which teaches thinking skills through the examination of the basic ideas of several moral, political, and economic philosophers.  Seminar is designed to be a forum for young minds to discuss, debate, and question the beliefs of some of the greatest minds in the history of the world.  Student involvement is essential to the success of this class therefore is encouraged throughout the year.  The primary objective of this class is to get students to think better, analyze better thereby making better judgments thus becoming more well-rounded individuals.

In preparation for an outstanding year, it is essential to better prepare yourself for the material at hand.  Since we deal with so many ideas and perspectives throughout the year, it is crucial that a base of knowledge is established.  For our summer project you will read Sophie’s World by Jostein Gaarder.  This assignment should be type written and is due the 1st day of class.  No exceptions.  
I look forward to working with all of you in the fall.  Enjoy your summer and be ready to go come September!

Sincerely,

TBA Seminar Instructor 

Sophie's World: A Novel about the History of Philosophy 


Jostein Gaarder

 HYPERLINK "http://www.amazon.com/Sophies-World-Novel-History-Philosophy/dp/0425152251" \l "#"  
Jostein Gaarder (Author) 

› Visit Amazon's Jostein Gaarder Page
Find all the books, read about the author, and more.

See search results for this author 

Are you an author? Learn about Author Central 

1. Compare and contrast Sophie and Hilde.
2. Take two philosophers from different time periods and discuss the ways in which their historical context played a role in their philosophy
3. "She decided that philosophy was not something you can learn; but perhaps you can learn to think philosophically." Sophie thinks this at the end of the chapter on the natural philosophers. Do you agree with the above statement? Why or why not?
4. Who is the hero of Sophie's World? Defend your selection against at least two other possible characters.
5. Which of the philosophical questions raised in the book is the most compelling? What makes it more interesting or crucial than the others?
6. What is the role of Mrs. Amundsen in Sophie's World?
7. Take any of the philosophers from the book and describe how their philosophy is personally relevant.
8. What is the role of irony in Sophie's World? Refer to both Socratic irony and romantic irony.
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